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Joe’s 30 years in real estate and financial services revealed 
to him a surprising truth: the biggest investment many 
families ever make – their down payment on a home – 
happens to be the one thing left unprotected in the 

homebuying process.  

With millions of Americans owing the bank more than their 
properties are worth, Joe deeply believes homebuyers 
should control their destiny. That’s why he founded 

ValueInsuredSM. 

Joe’s varied background includes work in investment 
banking, real estate development and insurance. It has 
made him an authority on the financial mechanics of home 
affordability and how it is affected by employment, interest 

rates, the stock market and the macro economy.  

Prior to forming ValueInsured, Joe spent a decade developing residential properties. More than once he sat in 
an empty home wondering whether anyone would buy it for a price that would cover his equity investment.  

“Mortgage lenders require mortgage insurance to protect their capital,” he says. “I wondered, why is my 

capital different from theirs? If I had this fear, everyone must have this fear.” 

Through his various insurance activities, Joe was involved with protecting residential property owners with 
mechanical breakdown insurance. Joe partnered with Sears, Ace Ltd. and Zurich North America in the early 
2000s, forming Sears Home Administrative Services Company, a national property and casualty insurance 
agency where Joe served as the company’s president.  Bringing innovation to homeowners through the 
development of new insurance programs empowered homeowners to deal with the unforeseen costs of 

home ownership. 

He started his career on Wall Street after earning a bachelor’s degree from New York Institute of Technology. 

“You’re on this planet for a short time, and you do what you can to contribute something meaningful to 
society,” he says. “My career has been about innovation and creativity, bringing something new to the market, 
showing people how they can benefit, and empowering them to live their lives the way life happens. Down-

payment protection is only the latest example.” 

When he’s not at work, Joe loves spending time with his family on the water, downhill skiing, or traveling to 
experience architecture and culture up close.  
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As analytical as he is creative, Cleve is the rare brand 
strategist who’s fluent in technology.  

In junior high, Cleve formed his first electronic band, 
producing songs with computers, synthesizers and drum 
machines. He and his partner soon got good enough to 
perform in front of thousands, an experience that cemented 

Cleve’s passion to connect with people via technology. 

Later, Cleve detected a need to shake up the bank he joined 
right out of college and created something unheard of – the 
bank’s first intranet – while learning about code, networking 
and enterprise systems on the fly. For the next two decades, 
he found himself with one foot in marketing and one foot in 
technology, advancing marketing organizations at business 
software maker Sage, LexisNexis Risk Solutions and 

Computer Associates. 

At ValueInsuredSM, Cleve leads all areas of marketing and is passionate about connecting with homebuyers, 
partners, and anyone else who will listen to him about a new way to get Americans into the homes they 
deserve. Recognizing consumers’ millennial-minded expectations for clear and simple services, fair terms 
and control over the buying experience, Cleve creatively leverages technology to connect with modern 

homebuyers the way they want and in the places they prefer.  

Although he’d never envisioned himself as an insurance guy, Cleve is passionate about bringing modern 
marketing to such a traditional space. “I didn’t get hired because I was an insurance expert,” says Cleve. “I got 
hired to connect with people about a product that’s good for them, and I’m having the time of my life doing it.”    

As a lifelong athlete (he was one cut away from the “American Gladiator” reality show), he’s focused on 

excellence in these endeavors and views setbacks simply as new challenges to solve. 

Cleve earned a bachelor of science degree in business administration from the University of Texas at Dallas 

and an MBA in new product and brand management from Southern Methodist University. 

  

Cleve A Bellar 

Chief Marketing Officer 
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Everybody in a startup wears a lot of hats, but no headgear 

collection is bigger than Steve’s.  

He’s the scorekeeper who tracks ValueInsured’sSM income 
and expenses; the modeler who charts all the what-ifs; the 
advisor who projects the financial impact of impending 
decisions; the risk officer who sets realistic boundaries; the 
IT guy who makes complex web transactions easy; and the 

fiscal conservative who under-promises and over-delivers. 

Steve has focused throughout his career on making 
operational processes intuitive and reporting crystal clear so 
that managers have easy access to useful information. All 
this translates into a down-payment protection product re-
insurers back, investors have funded, and consumers trust. 

Steve started his career in the mid-1980s at Arthur Andersen 
& Co. as a senior consultant on an auditing team. He earned his CPA there and was soon helping small and 

medium businesses migrate from calculators to accounting software.  

Next, as a vice president at Bankers Trust, he gravitated to systems security and was selected for an 
executive MBA program. He went on to join the information security group and co-chair the Y2K program for 
JP Morgan’s private bank and asset management divisions. He also helped lead the Chase merger private 

bank technology integration team.  

After a successful entrepreneurial detour – growing a successful RV dealership from the ground up – Steve 
designed and implemented integrated financial reporting/headcount/project management and billing tools 
for UBS Investment Bank, Credit Suisse and JPMorgan Chase. These tools centrally organized data along 
project hierarchies to strictly control budgets, resources, cost allocations and software development. They 
helped the institutions cut costs, improve productivity and provide transparency into the real demands of a 

project.  

“Business systems churn out loads of data, but it doesn’t become information until you can distill it into 
something meaningful,” Steve says. “Without truly understanding efforts in terms of time, expenses, and 

projections, your project can’t be on time and on budget.” 

Steve loves to stay healthy. He runs, lifts, tracks his body fat, cooks, bakes and goes on demanding Jet Ski 

excursions.  
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Jim makes sure that ValueInsured’sSM products are rock 
solid, fully compliant with rapidly evolving mortgage and 
insurance regulations, and backed by a company following 

the law at every step.  

In addition to intricate compliance issues, Jim manages day-
to-day legal affairs such as contracts, employment law 
questions, and planning for business continuity and disaster 

recovery. 

His background includes a wide range of professional and 
academic pursuits. Prior to ValueInsured, he was a co-
founder and CEO of MadisonGrey holdings, an administrator 
for hedge and private equity funds that eventually 
administered more than $4 billion in assets. During that 
period he studied to become a certified compliance officer, 
acquiring essential skills for an insurance business such as 

ValueInsured. 

Before MadisonGrey, Jim was assistant dean of Seton Hall University School of Law, an investment banker on 
Wall Street, and a partner at the law firm O'Connor, Cavanagh, Anderson, Westover Killingsworth, and 
Beshears, where he focused on securities regulation and finance. He has represented clients involved in 
millions of dollars in real estate transactions, where he realized every party’s investment was protected 

except the buyer’s. 

Jim’s academic credentials are substantial, with a master’s degree in philosophy from Cardiff University, a 
master’s degree in public administration from the Harvard Kennedy School, a law degree from Cornell, an 

MBA from the University of Hawaii, and a bachelor’s degree in liberal arts from Georgetown. 

While these fields may seem unconnected, they come together naturally for Jim, who explains: “One of our 
nation’s challenges is how to stimulate the housing market since it’s so critical to a robust economy. That 
depends on determining your underlying economic and political philosophies and implementing the things 
you might learn in the MBA or MPA program, such as the need to protect down payments. Having a business 
background based on understanding how public policy works is a valuable combination for effecting positive 

change.” 

 

James C. Lanshe 
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