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Joe’s 30 years in real estate and financial services revealed 
to him a surprising truth: the biggest investment many 
families ever make – their down payment on a home – 
happens to be the one thing left unprotected in the 

homebuying process.  

With millions of Americans owing the bank more than their 
properties are worth, Joe deeply believes homebuyers 
should control their destiny. That’s why he founded 

ValueInsuredSM. 

Joe’s varied background includes work in investment 
banking, real estate development and insurance. It has 
made him an authority on the financial mechanics of home 
affordability and how it is affected by employment, interest 

rates, the stock market and the macro economy.  

Prior to forming ValueInsured, Joe spent a decade developing residential properties. More than once he sat in 
an empty home wondering whether anyone would buy it for a price that would cover his equity investment.  

“Mortgage lenders require mortgage insurance to protect their capital,” he says. “I wondered, why is my 

capital different from theirs? If I had this fear, everyone must have this fear.” 

Through his various insurance activities, Joe was involved with protecting residential property owners with 
mechanical breakdown insurance. Joe partnered with Sears, Ace Ltd. and Zurich North America in the early 
2000s, forming Sears Home Administrative Services Company, a national property and casualty insurance 
agency where Joe served as the company’s president.  Bringing innovation to homeowners through the 
development of new insurance programs empowered homeowners to deal with the unforeseen costs of 

home ownership. 

He started his career on Wall Street after earning a bachelor’s degree from New York Institute of Technology. 

“You’re on this planet for a short time, and you do what you can to contribute something meaningful to 
society,” he says. “My career has been about innovation and creativity, bringing something new to the market, 
showing people how they can benefit, and empowering them to live their lives the way life happens. Down-

payment protection is only the latest example.” 

When he’s not at work, Joe loves spending time with his family on the water, downhill skiing, or traveling to 
experience architecture and culture up close.  
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